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. ' Washiogton Star Staff Writer '

-~ President Carter, in a somber tele-

~vision address to the nation, said
today equipment failure forced him
- to- abort a ‘“carefully planned”
-commando-style operation to rescue-
the American hostagesin Iran.
The president accepted full re-
sponsibility for the operation and
expressed his personal sorrow for

" the loss of eight American service-
© men who died in the collision of a |

.. US. military plane and helicopter on-
a remote sesert transport strrp in .
Iran
*Speaking. from the Oval Offlce
Carter said he will provide the peo-
ple with more mforrnatron on the at-
tempted resctte when itis appropri-
ate.” -
_ 'The president revealed that the .
planning for the rescue operation .
began shortly after Iranian militants -
seized the American hostages in the -
.U:S. Embassy compound in Tehran

. last Nov. 4. He said that he knew the -
" operation would be.“difficult and

- dangerous,” but once it was under-
way he said.it had an “excellent”.‘
‘chance of success,... - -, N

The rescue téam: was made up of:.
volunteers and involved intensive -

_training and repeated rehearsals,
“the president said. Carter said he

personally met with the leaders off.

" the team before they left on their:
. mission, which ended in failurein a:
- remote area of the Iranian desert.-

Carter said he canceled the opera-:
tion because of hehcopter equxp—-
ment failure, : = ]

Carter said that the mxssron was -

.not undertaken with.“hostility” to- -
- ward Iran. He said he made the deci-
- sion to send in the rescue team afetr
. it became apparent that the Iranian
~ authorities were not interested in a
-.peaceful solution to the crisis. - : .

Carter said it was both “necessity

. and duty” that led hxm to order. the:’

- rescueoperation. i~ rnm ol ,r,.n.f:'j

b
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Carter ‘'said- the United States will’
“ continue to try to resolve the crisis
_through “peaceful and diplomatic

means.” After his address to the na-

. tion from the oval office, Carter held
:a breakfast meeting with his na-
“tional security advisers;-including
:Vice President Mondale, Secreatary
-'of State Cyrus R. Vance. Secretary of:
“Defense Harold Brown, National Se-
curity- Adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski, .
Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. David
Jones, .CIA Director - Stansfield

nericans

.Egyptian air base as a staging area |

. cules transports in the mission. -

. about midnight (5 p.m. EST) from
. Cairo West, an Egyptian air base
- where up to 125 American military
‘personnel have been based to tram

‘ Turner and White House Chiel of
~Staff Hamilton Jordan. - -

The raid was halted suddenly and
- eight servicemen were killed in the
failed mission when two U.S. mili-

tary aircraft collided in the Iraman
desert, the-White House announced
early today.

All Americans involved in the res-

cue attempt got out of Iran, White
House spokesman Jody Powell said
In reading a statement to reporters.
The statement said some servicemen
were injured but were expected to
recover.. .
" State Department officer Mark
Johnson said, “We have no evidence
of any reaction against the hos-
tages.” The militants occupying the
U.S. Embassy have repeatedly threat-
ened to kill the 50 American hos-
tages if “even the smallest” mxhtary
-action weretaken. = -

- After the regular Friday mornmg
mass- prayers thousands of Moslem
' converged on the embassy chanting

in celebration over the aborted US.
rescue mission. . : :
“ Carter canceled the’ rmssron be-.
_cause of “equipment failure,” Powell
said, without giving details of the
failure or the scope of the mission.
He said the aircraft collided in a re-

mote desert area as they were wrth-—

drawing. - Rl

The White House said there was'

no military clash with Iranian forces

“and there were no Iramans m]ured‘

_intheeffort. - - =

There was no 1mmedxate word on’l

the exact trmlng or locanon of the

rescuebid, - | o lcediie Lol
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~Further detalls were unmedrately
‘avaxlabie-. .

|
N
|

“However;-Israeli radio reported
today that the United States used an-

for the rescue attempt and used at
least three troop-carrying C-130 Her-

The report said the planes took off

Egyptian airmen." :

The radio report based on the
monitoring of air traffic, said the
-planes stopped in the Persian Guif
-state of Bahrain on their way to Iran.

. Although™~ Bgyptxan Presxdent
Anwar Sadat has said Egypt would be
willing to provide air base facilities
to the United States if Washington:
needed them, an Egyptian Cabinet
spokesman in Cairo denied today-
that Egypt was involved in any way
in the attempt. :
.- “We had absolutely nothing to do
'wrth this operation,” the spokesman
:said. “The Israeli radio report of
‘Egyptian involvement is false.” »
“This mission was oot motivated
‘by hostility toward Iran or the Ira-
‘nian people and there were no Ira-
‘nian casualties,” Powell said. = -
The president was to give a na-
-tionally televised- speech from the-
Oval Office early today. R
. Powell said Carter ordered the .|
m:ssxon aborted and “accepts full re-
‘sponsibility for the decxsxon to at-
tempt the rescue.”
On Jan. 8 the presrdent told mem-
_bers of Congress that because of the |
- logistics in Tehran “a strike force or
military action that might be ori-
ented toward the release. of the-
hostages would almost certainly end |
in failure and almost certainly end
-in the death of the hostages.” = i3
" A commando-type raid had been
an option sxnce the exnbassy was
selzed. ‘ e
- Sen. Charles Percy. RIL, said he
was told by the State Department
_that there had been a collision be-
tween a helicopter and a C-130 trans-
“port plane shortly after the mssron
wwas aborted. .. = IENCAR
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" Percy said Carter’s decision to call
off the operation came after the
White House received reports.of anj
engine failure.on one of the planes
involved. However, CBS reported.
that. the mission actually was
aborted because a helicopter became
stuckinmud. .-

Percy said the plan was to set up a

-staging base in the desert some dis-
tance from Tehran for a quick com-

- mando raid to free the hostages, now,

" in their 174th day of captivity. .. .-

.State and Defense department offl-
cials were called to midnight

. meetings to discuss the situation. A

: U.S. naval task force of 27 ships — in-}

150 planes and 1,800'Marines — is in.
the Indian Ocean. thhm strtking
"distance of Iran.

Key congressxonal leaders and the
families of the hostages also were in-.
formed of the aborted rescue mis-}
sion in the early-morning hours. " :+3
" Powell said Carter ordered prepa-
rations for the rescue attempt “for
humanitarian reasons, to protect the
national interests of this country
and to allevxate mtetnanonal ten-
sions.”

The press secretary satd “The na-
tion is deeply grateful to the brave:
.men who were preparmg to rescue—
the hostages.” 5
. The White House statement saxd
“The United States continues to hold]
the government of Iran responsible:
for the safety of the American hos-4
tages. The United States remains:.
determined-to obtain their safe re-
lease at the earliest possible time.” "

~

“"'It was not immediately clear from:
.the White House statement what-

tails as to the scope of the attempt or*

‘volved. No Pentagon spokesmen
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time the rescue attempt was made or:
how long an interval there was be-
tween the failed attempt and the
White House announcement of the
operation.. . .

" Neither were any 1mmed1ate de-

how many U.S. servicemen were in-.

were’ avallable to comment, and. a4
CIA spokesman refused to comment. '

[creating a staging base in a desert
-area of Iran, congressxonal sources
‘said today.

" cluding two: aircraft carriers withl : .
by the State Department the United
-States had dispatched C-130 Hercules

successful in flying the C-130s into
“Iran secretly, presumably from bases

~in the area. Both neighboring Tur-

,2 30 a.m.

. Wu'e service 2 TEpOrts. .

‘The rescue effort called first 1or

.Percy said he‘ had been mformed

transport planes to Iran wnh heh-
copters aboard. ; .
The admmxstratxon appeared to. be

key and Pakistan have the secure:
military fields where the rmssxon
could have been launched: -

-- Defense Secretary Harold Brown

; was summoned by the thte House
: about 4:15 p.m., sources said.

" He was observed hurrxedly leav-

-ing his office at'4:45 p.m. and.re-
:mained at the White House until
- after midnight when the operattcn

was ended, S
He immediately returned to the

‘Pentagon where he summoned a..

close circle of aides: Jones, the chair-
man of the Joint Chlefs of Staff;.

. Thomas Ross, his press spokesman;
-Peter Hamxlton a special assxstant,
‘and several others.~ .

“This meenng broke up at about

.-This amc]e is based m par -
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